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Table 1.C1.—OASDI benefits: Number of monthly benefits awarded to retired workers and their spouses and children 
and to survivors, 1940–2000 1 

Period Totals 2

Retired workers and
their spouses and children Survivors of deceased workers

Retired
workers

Wives
and

husbands Children

Widowed
widowers,

and parents 3

Widowed
mothers and

fathers Children

1940............................................................................................ 254,984 132,335 34,555 8,249 5,452 23,260 51,133
1950............................................................................................ 962,628 567,131 162,768 25,495 68,987 41,101 97,146
1960............................................................................................ 1,969,842 981,717 339,987 69,979 244,122 92,607 241,430
1970............................................................................................ 2,959,199 1,338,107 339,447 182,595 365,068 112,377 591,724
1980............................................................................................ 3,330,624 1,620,100 360,363 287,694 452,883 107,810 500,099

1985............................................................................................ 3,082,487 1,690,490 356,558 128,076 502,054 72,241 332,531
1986............................................................................................ 3,095,987 1,734,248 358,115 122,652 491,396 69,340 319,808
1987............................................................................................ 2,983,947 1,681,716 333,333 117,984 475,321 64,777 310,573
1988............................................................................................ 2,932,663 1,654,068 316,929 116,659 457,837 62,676 324,346
1989............................................................................................ 2,890,267 1,656,744 310,498 106,491 449,420 59,525 307,484

1990............................................................................................ 2,895,694 1,664,754 308,980 108,105 452,095 58,060 303,616
1991............................................................................................ 2,938,050 1,695,346 307,000 107,261 469,034 57,896 301,459
1992............................................................................................ 2,954,544 1,707,949 304,764 108,686 472,376 56,402 304,300
1993............................................................................................ 2,892,760 1,661,281 290,728 106,566 466,436 56,408 311,290
1994............................................................................................ 2,827,718 1,625,347 275,025 102,983 459,553 54,732 310,051

1995............................................................................................ 2,771,969 1,609,174 258,740 101,239 445,099 51,645 306,044
1996............................................................................................ 2,714,025 1,581,452 244,014 98,655 438,258 49,150 302,480
1997............................................................................................ 2,865,183 1,718,623 268,012 97,594 440,233 43,504 297,204
1998............................................................................................ 2,773,152 1,631,511 263,668 96,893 443,821 42,395 294,851
1999............................................................................................ 2,872,303 1,690,024 275,568 99,826 469,924 41,756 295,196

1999

April ........................................................................................... 252,163 143,760 24,504 9,513 42,671 3,889 27,825
May ............................................................................................ 233,031 133,699 22,559 8,485 38,668 3,684 25,933
June ............................................................................................ 220,473 129,886 21,379 7,918 35,715 3,529 22,046
July ............................................................................................. 224,622 133,683 22,148 7,104 37,945 3,329 20,413
August ........................................................................................ 247,973 144,414 24,386 8,148 43,072 3,895 24,058
September................................................................................... 220,435 130,676 22,152 7,547 34,806 3,187 22,067
October....................................................................................... 230,096 132,382 22,746 8,292 38,219 3,411 25,045
November................................................................................... 243,483 135,023 23,597 8,548 43,672 3,951 28,692
December ................................................................................... 178,828 107,010 17,249 6,556 26,544 2,162 19,306

2000

January ....................................................................................... 373,200 235,424 32,623 12,893 54,193 3,528 34,538
February ..................................................................................... 262,673 154,291 25,793 8,869 44,780 3,378 25,561
March ......................................................................................... 267,974 153,632 26,875 9,775 46,057 3,671 27,961
April ........................................................................................... 282,197 168,790 28,896 10,032 43,976 3,550 26,952

 1 See the subsection “Benefit Types and Levels” in the “Social Security: History of Provisions” section in the current Annual Statistical Supplement to the Social Security Bulletin for a 
historical description of requirements for entitlement to benefits.

 2 Includes persons with special age-72 benefits.
 3 Includes nondisabled widows and widowers aged 60 or older, disabled widows and widowers aged 50 or older, and surviving parents


